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features are the same in all, if there is absolutely no political motive or interest in any one which may not be found more or less prominent in all the rest, if it is every where the same tale of treasure stolen, treasure searched for and fought for, treasure recovered and brought back, why are we to suppose that we are dealing in each case with a different story ? Why are we to conjure up a hundred local conflicts each from precisely the same causes, each with precisely the same incidents and the same results ? Why are we to think that the treasures of E6s are not the treasures of Helen, that Helen's wealth is not the wealth of Brynhild, and that BrynhiLTs riches are not the dower of the wife of Walthar of Aquitaine ? Why, when myth after myth of the Hellenic tribes exhibits the one ceaseless series of precious things taken away and after fearful toils recovered, and after not less terrible labours brought back, are we to believe that the errand on which the Achaian chieftains depart from Hellas is in every case different ? If it be urged that such movements are those of a squirrel in its cage, and that such movements, though they may be graceful, yet must be monotonous, the answer is that not only is the daily alternation of light and darkness proved to be monotonous, but all the incidents and the whole course of human life may be invested with the same dull colouring. Men are married, love and hate, get wealth or struggle in poverty, and die; and the monotony is broken only when we have distinguished the toils and acts of one man from those of another and learnt to see the points of interest which meet us every where on the boundless field of human life, as they meet us also in all the countless aspects of the changing heavens. There is in short no dul-ness except in those who bring the charge; and the story of Daphn6 and Echo does not lose its charm because it is all told over again in the legends of Arethousa and SelSng.
The taking away of precious things, and the united search Repetition of armed hosts for their recovery come before us first in the great myth of the Argonautic Voyage.   The tale is repeated in the stealing of Helen and her treasures, and is once more forms, told in the banishment of the Herakleidai and their efforts, at last successful, to recover their lost inheritance.    These